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416 Reviews of Books m. v. h. k. 

It would be expected that Iowa exhibited a marked response to the tide 
of social legislation that has moved across the national depths in recent 
years. Among the laws enacted are those providing for state boards of 
control, mothers' pensions, safety of laborers, indemnity for work acci- 
dents, regulating child labor, more strictly guarding public health, parole 
of prisoners, asexualization of defectives, strengthening prohibition, and 
touching marriage and divorce. The text faithfully chronicles the en- 
actment of old laws and the enactment of new ones touching these and 
other items. 

In the reviewer's estimation the author might well have undertaken a 
comparative appraisal of the constructive work in Iowa and of what yet 
needs to be accomplished. I miss from the references to the volume any 
recognition of the excellent treatise of Mr. J. L. Gillen on legislation per- 
taining to philanthropy in general in Iowa, but it is possible Gillen 's 
volume was not available when this one was prepared. The reviewer be- 
lieves the publishers of this splendid series of volumes could well afford 
to save readers the inconvenience of having to cut the leaves. These are 
minor criticisms and militate only slightly against the excellence of the 
work. 

John M. Gillette 

Making of Iowa. By Henry Sabin, LL.D., ex-superintendent of public 
instruction of Iowa, and Edwin L. Sabin. Seventh edition. (Chi- 
cago: A. Flanagan company, 1916. 282 p. $.50) 

Why are so many state histories written on the plan of a very common 
novel in which the story ends with the wedding day? Does the history 
of a state end with its admission into the union? This book is true to 
type and apparently the author has foimd nothing to relate since the 
civil war. The people of Iowa must indeed be happy. 

So far as it goes the narrative is vivid and interesting — so much so 
that it is hoped the author may find time to write a history of the state 
of Iowa. Some ten chapters deal with the Indians and their relations 
with the white man. Frontier conditions, the hardships and the poverty 
of early settlers, are presented in concrete detail. The explorations of 
Lewis and Clark, Pike, and Marquette receive sufficient emphasis. The 
Mormons' settlements and their western migrations are fully and sym- 
pathetically described. John Brown's peculiarly intimate relations with 
the people of Iowa are set forth at some length. 

The illustrations are not especially valuable. The maps show the evo- 
lution of Iowa from the surrounding region, the location of various In- 
dian tribes, and the gradual growth of counties, but they are printed in 
a form so unattractive as largely to destroy their value. 

0. M. DiCKERSON 



